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Minera San Xavier was not 

closed because the 

company failed to control 

contamination, rather, it 

was closed due to a federal 

court which ruled that the 

Environmental Impact 

Statement was irregular, 

stated Alfredo Sánchez 

Azúa, delegate for the 

Federal Office of 

Environmental Protection 

(Profepa). 

    He disclosed that the 

mine had been audited 

nearly 12 times and non-

compliance with 

environmental conditions 

was never found.   

    Days before the closure, 

Profepa fined the company 

for administrative reasons, 

because a document was 

missing. 

    Sánchez Azúa 

confirmed that the powder 

magazine was among the 

areas closed on Thursday 

at dawn, from which the 

company shall securely 

remove explosives through 

a technical program 

developed by the mining 

company ordered by 

Profepa for the controlled 

destination of materials 

used in blasts. 

    The management plan 

will have to be authorized 

by Profepa and endorsed 

by the Department of 

National Defense (Sedena) 

in accordance with 

regulations regarding the 

handling of explosives. 

    The closure enacted by 

Profepa before 33
rd

 notary 

public– appointed by the 

company –Leopoldo de la 

Garza Marroquín covered 

the open face strip in 

addition to the powder 

magazine.  
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Picture Caption: Staff of Profepa shut down the business on Wednesday. 
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